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have the opportunity to do so again
this year.

At a time when we are exposed to a
constant stream of violence, profanity,
and immorality—both through the
media and in every day life—the issue
of character is of vital importance.
Those of us in this Chamber spend a
great deal of time trying to develop
ways to improve the Nation. I can
think of few things we could do to bet-
ter achieve this goal than to emphasize
the importance of character to younger
generations.

Those of us in positions of leadership,
especially in the Government, have a
special duty when it comes to char-
acter. Whether we realize it or not, we
are role models and we have a duty to
demonstrate those same attributes of
character—trustworthiness, respect,
re-sponsibility, justice and fairness,
caring, and civic virtue and citizen-
ship—which National Character Counts
Week highlights. Unfortunately, far
too many Americans have come to be-
lieve, wrongly in most cases, that these
qualities no longer exist in the Govern-
ment. I urge all of my colleagues to
begin today to make that extra effort
to show the people we serve that the
faith they demonstrated when they
voted for us has not been misplaced. In
the words of President George Wash-
ington, ‘‘Let us raise a standard to
which the wise and honest can repair.’’

Mr. President, I recently chaired an
Armed Services Personnel Subcommit-
tee hearing in which the issue of char-
acter was prominent. During the hear-
ing I was deeply disturbed to hear that
the lack of character, values, and dis-
cipline is making it harder and harder
for the Armed Forces to recruit the
high quality people we need to serve in
our military. Testimony supplied at
the hearing indicated that an ever-in-
creasing number of potential recruits
are unacceptable, in terms of ethics,
education, and values, for the armed
services. I am not talking about dif-
ficult kids who simply lack discipline,
the military has always done a fine job
handling those recruits. I am talking
about young people who have no re-
spect for authority, no respect for their
peers, no respect for our society, and
often, no respect for themselves. As a
result, they lack basic values such as
compassion, honesty, and integrity.
Our military commanders cannot be
expected to instill those kind of values
in individuals who have lacked them
throughout their entire lives. That
process must begin at birth and in the
home.

Mr. President, with this resolution,
we are taking a step forward in trying
to teach younger generations about the
importance of character. I am pleased
to note that schools, churches, and
civic organizations around the Nation
are also seizing the initiative on this
important issue. But our efforts,
whether on the national or local level,
must not end here. Actually, to be
more precise, our efforts must not
begin here. While there are certainly
things we can do as a government, or
as a community, to teach character to

young people, these lessons must begin
at home. We cannot hope to improve
the overall character of the Nation un-
less the fundamental values described
in National Character Counts Week are
instilled in the home. No amount of
moral instruction from outside the
home can replace the guidance of a lov-
ing and supportive family.

Recognizing a national week to
stress the importance of character is
but a small step in addressing the cri-
sis of ethics the Nation faces. At the
same time, it is an important step
which I believe all of us should support.
I would like to thank Senator DOMENICI
for his continued leadership on Na-
tional Character Counts Week, and
urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
resolution.
f

NOTICE OF HEARINGS
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I wish
to announce that the Committee on
Rules and Administration will meet in
SR–301, Russell Senate Office Building,
on Thursday, March 20, 1997, at 9:30
a.m. to hold an oversight hearing on
the operations and budget of the Con-
gressional Research Service and the Li-
brary of Congress.

For further information concerning
this hearing, please contact Ed Edens
of the Rules Committee staff at 224–
6678.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be allowed to meet during the
session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 13, 1997, at 9 a.m. in SR–328A to
receive testimony regarding agri-
culture research reauthorization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet at 10 p.m. on Thursday,
March 13, 1997, to receive testimony
from the unified commanders on their
military strategies and operational re-
quirements in review of the defense au-
thorization request for fiscal year 1998
and the future years defense program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 13, for purposes of
conducting a Full Committee Business
Meeting which is scheduled to begin at
9:30 a.m. The purpose of this Business
Meeting is to consider S. 104, to amend
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 13, for purposes of
conducting a Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks, Historic Preservation,
and Recreation hearing which is sched-
uled to begin at 2 p.m. The purpose of
this oversight hearing is to address the
future of the National Park System
and to identify and discuss needs, re-
quirements and innovative programs
that will ensure the Park Service will
continue to meet its many responsibil-
ities well into the next century.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Finance Committee requests unani-
mous consent to conduct a hearing on
Thursday, March 13, 1997, beginning at
9:30 a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Finance Committee requests unani-
mous consent to conduct a hearing on
Thursday, March 13, 1997, beginning at
2 p.m. in room SD–215.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. MCCONNELL. The Committee on
the Judiciary requests unanimous con-
sent to hold an executive business
meeting on Thursday, March 13, 1997,
at 10 a.m., in room 226 of the Senate
Dirksen Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent on behalf of the
Government Affairs Subcommittee on
International Security, Proliferation,
and Federal Services to meet on Thurs-
day, March 13, at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing
on ‘‘National Missile Defense and Pros-
pects of United States—Russia ABM
Treaty Accommodation’’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources
be authorized to meet in executive ses-
sion during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 13, 1997, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 13, 1997 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on
the nomination of Anthony Lake to be
Director of Central Intelligence.
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